13 CITIES OF MEDIEVAL SERBIA MENTIONED ON COINS

ZELJKO KNEZEVIC



papoBu cpenroBekoBHe Cpbuje Koju ce cnoMurby Ha HoBLy 13-15 Bek
Cities of the medieval Serbia mentioned on the coins 13th-15th century
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HoBau, rpaga KoTopa
Money of the city of Kotor

1. City of Kotor issue under emperor Uros (1355-1371)
Silver "scepter and globus" coin. 20mm, 1.623g.

Obverse: Crowned emperor sitting on low-back bench like throne, holding lily tipped scepter and a globus. Latin
legend: INPERATO VROSIVS (EMPEROR UROS) around.

Reverse: Saint Trifun standing in nimbate, in right hand holding palm branch and in left cross. Latin legend: S
TRIPHON . CATARENSI (SAINT TRIFON KOTOR) around.

Reference: D 370 5-10, J 25 12, Jov 25 6.1, 1 9.30, Lj X-11.

2. City of Kotor issue under Nemanijic rule (1186-1369)

Copper follaro "city gates" type. 19mm, 2.977g.

Obverse: Large castle with gates in the middle. Latin description: CATARI CIVITAS (KOTOR CITY) around.

Reverse: Saint Trifon standing and holding a lily tipped cross. Latin description: SANTVS TRIFON (SAINT TRIFON)
around.

Reference: Jov 25 1.2, 25 2, Dobrinic 1.1.2-1.2.6.




Hosau rpapa bapa
Money of the city of Bar

1. City of Bar issue under Serbian Balsic family rule (1356-1421) and Serbian Despotate (1421-1443).
Copper follaro "horse and dragon" type. 20mm, 2.623g.

Obverse: Saint George standing and killing dragon. Latin legend: « DAN ¢ ¢ TIVAR ¢ (ANTIBAR - Italian ANTIVAR)
around.

Reverse: Saint George riding horse, facing left and killing dragon. Large letters: S G (SANCTUS GEORGIUS - SAINT
GEORGE) on the right.

Reference: Jov 26 3, Dobrinic 1.2.1, 1.2.3.

2. City of Bar issue under Balsic rule (1356-1421) and Serbian Despotate (1421-1443).

Copper follaro "large letter A" type. 18mm, 2.104g.

Obverse: Latin description: large letter A in the middle. TI * * BAR (ATIBAR - Italian ANTIVAR) around.
Reverse: Large letter G (GEORGIUS - GEORGE) and 3 stars.

Reference: Jov 26 2, Dobrinic 1.1.2.




HoBay rpaga Ynuuma
Money of the city of Ulcin;

1. City of Ulcinj issue under emperor Uros (1355-1371)
Copper follaro "Ulcinj" type. 19mm, 1.444g.

Obverse: Emperor seating holding cross scepter and globus, facing, with lions on each side of the throne.
Latin legend: VRO SIV (UROS).

Reverse: Mary mother of Jesus standing, facing with raised arms, Latin legend: SE MAR IA around and initials P on
the right side.

Reference: Unpublished variant compare with Jov 27 1, D 395 4-6, Lj X-14.
2. City of Ulcinj issue under emperor Uros (1355-1371) - minting dated 1355-1360
Copper follaro "City gates" type. 18mm, 1.66g.

Obverse: Ulcinj city gates with 3 towers and what appears to be a palm tree in the middle in front of the entrance
with 2 circles one on each side. Latin description: DVLCINI CIVITAS (ULCINJ CITY) around.

Reverse: Mary seating on the throne holding baby Jesus. Greek initials: MP QY (an abbreviation of the Greek:
“Mater Theos” — the Mother of God) to the sides.

Reference: Jov 27 3.4, 27 9.




Hosay rpaga Ceayva
Money of the city of Svac

City of Svac issue under Balsic family rule (1356-1392)
Copper follaro "city" type. 20mm, 1.662g.
Obverse: Svac city in the middle. Latin description left to right: CIVITAS SOVATI (CITY OF SVAC) around.

Reverse: Saint John standing, facing and holding double cross tipped sceptre. Latin description: S IOHA NES B
(SAINT JOHN) around.

Reference: Jov 30 1, Dobrinic 1.1.1.1.
Second example below is from Joksimovic collection.

These 2 are the only 2 | know that exist next to the one pictured in Jovanovi¢ catalogue.




Hoeau rpapna Ckapgpa
Money of the city of Skadar

1. City of Skadar issue under the rule of Balsic family (1356-1396) and Serbian Despotate (1403-1443).

Copper follaro "large shield" type.
20mm, 2.049g.

Obverse: Large sheild in the middle. Latin legend: C SCVTARENSIS (SKADAR) around.

Reverse: Saint Stefan standing, facing. Latin legend: S STEF ANVS (SAINT STEFAN) around.

Reference: Jov 28 3, J 28 5, Dobrinic 1.1.

2. City of Skadar issue under the rule of Balsic family (1356-1396) and Serbian Despotate (1403-1443).
Copper follaro "saint" type. 22mm, 2.258g.

Obverse: Saint Stefan standing, facing. Latin description: C SCVTARENSIS (SKADAR) around.

Reverse: Saint Stefan standing, facing. Latin description: S STEF ANVS (SAINT STEFAN) around.

Reference: Jov 28 1, ) 28 7, Dobrinic 1.2.




HoBau rpaga [punBacTta
Money of the city of Drivast

1. City of Drivast issue under Balsic family rule (1356-1392) and Serbian Despotate (1423-1442).
Copper follaro "saint" type. 20mm, 2.154g.
Obverse: Saint is seating. Latin description: DRIVA STI (DRIVAST) around.

Reverse: Mary seating on the throne holding baby Jesus. Latin reverse description: MA TS (MARY SAINT) on the
top.

Reference: Jov 29 2, Dobrinic 1.1.2.2.

2. City of Drivast issue under Balsic family rule (1356-1392) and Serbian Despotate (1423-1442).

Copper follaro "saint" type. 19mm, 1.596g.

Obverse: Saint is standing. Latin description: DRIVA STI (DRIVAST) around.

Reverse: Mary seating on the throne holding baby Jesus. Latin description: MA TS (MARY SAINT) on the top.

Reference: Jov 29 2, Dobrinic 1.1.2.2.




Cpilckit CPeqrOBEKOBHI HOBAL

31 3BEYAH

ipaguh Ha cesepy Kocosa

Ha aeoj obasn Mbpa, ma cerepy Kocoea, kao orpamak Komownka, Hasass €6 CTPMA KyTa
HACAAHA 30 CPEATBOBEKOBHI IDAA. Toxkom X1 i X1 sera ry JE NOTPAHAYHO V1 nphl.'u:é.' MOA KOHTPOAOM
PANLIKHK BEATTKHE AVTIAHL V X1 pery passnja ce v jeadt oA HA| 31AHAJHEjIY. PATNKITK TPAAOBA. ['paa je

npoctpas, A0Bpa yisphen n va masperom vecry. Henocpeana Gamanna pyasika (aanannsa Tperram)

Aﬂiﬂ _\‘_\' BEAHTKH €KOHOMCKH 31 [ﬂ"]'(li‘ maceTy le'\l('ll(]\] l]fl:l[-l[]]ﬂ i\'ﬂ.\n[-ﬂlirl pIt YHAMA, p.\‘ \ilpi'l M 3aHATAH|A

V ppene paciaaa Pamkor maporsa ao0no ra je Bojncaas Bojunosih oa weasnmka Myce, sera
kmeaa Aasapa, v aaseny 3a rpas Bpeennk (70 kv cesepro nna Hoap). o Bojucaansesoj cMpTi
rpaa je npumao merosom Gparanny myiany Himwoan Asrosanosihy, Kres Aasap ra ocaja 136%.

aa 61 ra Hukosa mospatno 1372, roanse. Mehyrim, seh 1373, Hukoaa y eykody ca Aazapom,
Gupa 3apobaen 1 ocactven, Tasa je 3sesan oner npunao Aasapy. [Tocae Koconcke Gurre 1389,
roauie, kHernia Muanma je Hiaa nprnyhena aa Bajasiry npusna Basasin 0AHOC Llena je Guaa,
usmehy ocrasor, i npeaaja 3pegana Typeroj nocaai. Hema moAITaKA KOAHKO AYTO je Typcka mocaaa
fBuaa y rpaay 3a speme Tpajamsa Accnotosune. [locae Tlpsor Sasxauckor para 1912, roamse je y
cacrasy CpOuje,

¥ BpEMe anﬁu QRO TP, manmehy Huroae i .\ilim[]d‘\(l AAIH AQ KOBAFA OBOT HOBIIA €A MMEHOM

u npeactaBonm rpasd. Five cisepena - mapa Ypoli, HATAAIIARA A ¢ Kobal npe 1371, roanme.

1 3BEVAHL TPAA
IMPERATOR - VROSIVS

18/0,96 10, J(31-1), 1(9.11)
BREAHOCT - AV OHTERCKE

perkoct - RR

Ha Ay HOBIIA j€ TPHEAS IPAACKE KYAE 1 IPKABE ACBO IT ACCHO, 4 1A pamajy rpd Hesbiha,

Perncrposan je CaMo NpHKasiii NPHMEPak.
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City of Zvecan issue under emperor Uros (1355-1371)
Silver "city and helmet" type. 18mm, 0.96g.

Obverse: City in the center with a tower and a church. Serbian Cyrillic description: ZVEVANb GRAD (ZVECAN
GRAD) around.

Reverse: Decorative helmet in the center facing left. Latin legend: IMPERATOR VROSIVUS (EMPEROR UROS)
around.

Reference:Job311,J311,1911.

Only the example in Jovanovic¢ catalogue is known to exist.




Cpreki cpeqnosekonHi HOBAY

34 IIPH3PEH

[Tpuzpen, npuspeany nenvap jyra Kocora, macemen je jom v pasosm cpeamen nexy. Pammso
Apianit npuiojuo 1a je Hesama, Tloa tvpexy yirpasy normasa 1455, uernpn roanne Tpe KoHAYHE
nponacti Parnke. Y [Tpsos Gaskasekos pary vaasn v eacras Cpbje.

[Mpuspen ce y Pamko] passijao Kao Bojimn, NPHBPEANT I Bepekn merTap. Muayrmy, Aymmany
" 3']71]“.\_\ E.\_\ A0 1€ KAO Il()]‘PL‘ML‘”ﬂ [lPL‘CH]I]TIl[;I. ILL’IIC%T” mo ;‘IE)L?]”UCJ“ \\‘!‘1[7”[1.’1‘-”\(_‘ KOAOHH|E,
HocTao je jeaan oa, majjawn nprspeannx rpasosa Pamke. [Mo pacnasy Pamkor napersa ocsaja ra
Byk Bpanxosuh oa pasa Mapia. ¥V speme Bykosor sapodoennnrrea 1396-1397. ua nmpuapencke
KOBHIIIE H3AIIAO {& 0BA] IPAACKH HOBALL

B P17 ENL
[
11/0,42 Li(, J(34-1), Li41.1)

BPEAHOCT = VDI wCka

petkocT - RR

Ha naansjy sosma Moye cean ma DPECTOAY €A BHCOKHM HACAOHOM. PermecrpoBan je camo
]lrJIT\\Z].ﬂlIUI HPI[\l['P.’\K.

2. HEEIPIZP END
It Xt

11-14/0,66  o(XIV-26), |(-), H{41.2

BPEAHOCT - AvDITTE Mk

perkoct - RR

Heye cearr ma npectoay Ges nacaona. Pernerpopana cy 3 npisepra tewuee: 108, 0.48 u (.41

3 Hibk NPIFP ENL
IC Xt '

11/040  fo(XIV-2T), J(34-2), H{41.3
\'Ip(,‘_\llc 2T~ ni‘(_llr‘{'(_‘ oCRE
perkoct - RR

Hleye crop v samaopan. Perncrpopan j¢ camo IMPHKASLHI [PAMCPAK.
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City of Prizren issue under the rule of Nemanji¢ family (1166-1455).
Silver "3 lines" type. 14mm, 0.66g.
Obverse: Serbian Cyrillic description in 3 lines: Il [IPI3P ENb (PRIZREN).

Reverse: Christ seating on a throne holding a book gospel decorated with 4 gems. Greek initials: IC XC (Greek:
Inooug Xplotog - Jesus Christ) above. 4 triple pellets around the throne.

Reference: Job 34:2,)34 1,141 1.

Jovanovic¢ published 3 in his catalog, | only saw one in a private collection.




Hoau rpaga Hoso bpoo
Money of the city of Novo Brdo

1. City of Novo Brdo issue under despot Djuradj Brankovic (1427-1456)
Silver "sword" type of Novo Brdo. 13mm, 1.226g.

Obverse: Crowned Djuradj enthroned facing, holding sword and globes. Serbian Cyrillic description: AECMOTb
MOPrb (DESPOT DJURD)).

Reverse: Lion rampant (Brankovic family emblem) facing left. Serbian Cyrillic description: NB 6P, (NOVO BRDO).
Reference: J 139, Jov 42-37, | (45.31).

2. City of Novo Brdo issue under despot Djuradj Brankovic (1427-1456)

Silver "3 line" type.

Obverse: 3 line Serbian Cyrillic description: TNb IE CNO Tb l'oPrb (SIR DESPOT DJURAD)).

Reverse: Lion rampant (Brankovic family emblem), facing left. Serbian Cyrillic description: HOBOBG P ¢ [ O
(NOVO BRDO).

Reference: Jov 42 32.2,142 12.2.
Jovanovic¢ published only 2 in his catalog, one with description HOBO B P b [ O ¢ and one with letter b missing

and description HOBO B P ¢ [] O ». | only saw second variant in a private collection pictured here. So it’s only 3
known to exist.




Hosau rpaga Ckonsba
Money of the city of Skoplje

1. City of Skoplje issue under the rule of Nemaniji¢ family (1282-1392).
Silver "3 lines" type. 14mm, 0.56g.
Obverse: Serbian Cyrillic description in 3 lines: Il CKO MN/1b (SKOPLIJE).

Reverse: Christ seating on a throne holding a book gospel decorated with 5 gems. Greek initials: IC XC (Greek:
Inooug Xplotog - Jesus Christ) above.

Reference: Jov351,J)351, L) XIV-28, 140 2.

Heritage Auctions Europe Auction 74 16-21 May 2022 lot 7003

1. City of Skoplje issue under the rule of Brankovic family (1371-1392).
Silver "saint" type.

Obverse: Serbian Cyrillic description: CKOM IE (SKOPLJE) around.

Reverse: Christ seating on a throne holding a book gospel decorated with 5 gems. Greek initials: IC XC (Greek:
Inooug Xplotog - Jesus Christ) above.

Reference: Jov352.1,1353,1401.
Second example below is from a Zikic collection.

Jovanovi¢ published 1 of the first type and 3 of the second type in his catalogue.




HoBau PyaHuka
Money of Rudnik

Rudnik issue under despot Djuradj Brankovic (1427-1456)
Silver "sword" type minted in Rudnik. 14mm, 0.96g.

Obverse: Crowned Djuradj enthroned facing, with drawn sword and holdingglobus. Serbian Cyrillic description:
LECNOTbL MNOPrb (DESPOT DJURD)).

Reverse: Lion rampant (Brankovic family emblem), circular Serbian Cyrillic description: PYANHKb (RUDNIK).
Reference: J 138, Jov 42-36, LJ (X111-15). 1 (45.29).

Rudnik was a mountain with a inhabited place where money was minted | am not sure if it was a city as well or
just a small place with minting house.




Hoeay PyouwTa
Money of Rudiste

1. Rudiste issue Vojvoda (Duke) Ivanis Kovacevic under Brankovic family (circa 1450-1459)
Silver “3 lines” type. 14mm, 0.950g
Obverse: in 3 lines Serbian Cyrillic description: BOEB JA HBA NHLLUb (VOJVODA (DUKE) IVANIS).

Reverse: Lion rampant (Brankovic family emblem), facing left. Serbian Cyrillic description: P ¥ 4, H W A (RUDISTE)
around.

Reference:Jov451,)451,1491, D 338.

2. Rudiste issue under despot Stefan Lazarevic and Brankovic family (1402-1459)

Silver “2 lines” type.

Obverse: in 2 lines Serbian Cyrillic description: P ¥ 1 HW A (RUDISTE).

Reverse: Lion rampant (Brankovic family emblem), facing left.

Reference:Jov461,J461,145 30.

Jovanovic¢ published 1 in his catalog, | have seen 3 more in a private collection. So there is 4 known to exist.

Rudiste was an inhabited place where money was minted | am not sure if it was a city or just a small place with
minting house.




Hoeau rpaga Cmenepesa
Money of the city of Smederevo

1. City of Smederevo issue under despot Djuradj Brankovic (1427-1456)
Silver "sword" type of Smederevo. 15mm, 0.956g.

Obverse: Crowned Djuradj, standing, in cloak and crown, with drawn sword in his right hand and globus in his left
hand. Serbian legend: AECNOTb MNOPblb e (DESPOT DJURDJ) around.

Reverse: Lion rampant (Brankovic family emblem), 2 stars and Serbian legend: Ce M P BO * * (SMEDEREVO)
around.

Reference: Jov 42-34, | (45.19), Lj XIlI-16.
2. City of Smederevo issue under despot Djuradj Brankovic (1427-1456)
Silver "sword" type of Smederevo. 12mm, 0.816g

Obverse: Crowned Djuradj sitting on the throne, facing, holding sword in his right hand and globus in his left hand.
Serbian description: ¢ IECMOTb e M'OPI'b « (DESPOT DJURAD)).

Reverse: Lion marching to the left (Brankovic family emblem). Serbian description: CM 1 P B ® O * (SMEDEREVO).

Reference: J 42 35.1, Jov 42-35, LJ (X111-14), |1 (45.23).




Money is a silent witness of true history!

From the 7th to the 15th century, these 13 cities were part of the Greek or Roman and, for the longest time,
Serbian medieval states, Duklja (Zeta), Raska, The Serbian Kingdom, The Serbian Empire and the Serbian
Despotate. Today, Kotor, Bar, Ulcinj and Svac, which is near Ulcinj, are part of the modern state of Montenegro.
Skadar and Drivast, which is near Skadar, is part of Albania. Zvecan, which is near Kosovska Mitrovica, Prizren and
Novo Brdo, which is near Pristina, are part of the Republic of Serbia, part of the southern Serbian province of
Kosovo and Metohija. Rudnik, a mountain near Gornji Milanovac, Rudiste, which is southwest of Avala near the
village of Ripanj, and Smederevo are also part of the Republic of Serbia today. Skopje is part of and the capital of
North Macedonia.

The first place where Serbian medieval coins were minted was Brskovo, today part of Montenegro, it is
mentioned in charters but not on coins.

Images below: Map with the location of all cities that minted and issued money with the name of the city in
medieval Serbia. Examples of coins of 10 cities from my personal collection, an example of the city of Sva¢ from
the Joksimovic collection, an example of Novo Brdo and obol Rudiste from the private collection of an anonymous
colleague, an example of the city of Skopje from the Ziki¢ collection and examples published in Miroslav
Jovanovic's catalogue from 2012



