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1 Radoslay

STEFAN RADOSLAV
‘ RADOSLAYV, King 1228-1233.

ovenéani. was crowned as a King, solemnly

h\ hlﬂ uncl
2 v his uncle §
Monastery Zica. ava,

Radoslav, the cldest son of Stefan Prv

Serbia, in the
hishop f the Independent Church of : -
- In l:mc davs, Raska was the neighbour of two powerful rulers striving towards the restoratio

Empire own crowns: Czar Jovan Assen II, under whose rule the Bulgarian g
Byzantne Ages R‘;cn:ﬂcali::nghmr power, and the Czar of Epirus Teodorus I Angelus. Radoslay. |
5y hter of Theodorus I was turning politically towards Epirus, but there existed no data thay he \\cd
to Ana, da::: a ::nﬂlun combat. The great Bulgarian victory on the mountain of Klokotnica, in April 1239 laj
::n LuThinga on the throne of Epiﬁu and to the decline of their mﬂucqcc. C onsequently, the aris(oqm". t)f
Ratka elevated to throne the younger brother of Radoslav, nafncd Vladislav. It is known that Radoslay hc d
with his family from Ras to Dubrovnik before the new year 1234. On that occasion, Ras cought fire ey
tally or on purpmc and it had never been renewed to former greatness. _From Dluhm\-nik‘ he was transferreg
10 Draé to be returned to Ratka again. He took cloth together with his wife and did not participate in the polit.
«cal life of the country. He was last mentioned in 1335. He was buned in Studenica.
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The first and th
¢ second type o g i
the coin, and can be distingu Th‘: l“':c ‘h&'l Same according to the representation and legend on the face of
~ ished by the quality of metal used- alloy of silver or copper. On the reverse of

s 10 s¢e representation or legend.

Very few coins of Radoslay’
c i - av's money hav . il )
of all kinds, mostly discovered in Ras. For l?nch:“ T,'::m presenved to the present day-only one hundred copies

for all medieval money, it is characteristic that the letters
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3 Radoslay

the text have been left out. Radoslav's money s bowl sha
in )

Byzantin¢ money of those days, according to the representations and the technique of
S;rbim coin of bowl shape and also the only state coin made of copper.

ped (Skifat) and it has all the charactenstis of
production. It is the only
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Radoslav was the first ruler in Raska that coined money. The coinage was in silver and copper fol-
lowing the tradition of his grandfather, Czar of Byzantium Alekius 11 Dukas (1195-1203). During the explo-
rations in archacology, and works in conservation in 1970, in Ray, the archeologists found the well preserved
remains of the mint of Radoslav with some material for the production and some coined money. The motives
of those coinages were more of a political than financial character. The money was coined in the Greek lan-
guage, and the sovereign was there named Stefan Dukas, like on the fiancee ring given to Ana, as on his only
preserved Charter given to Dubrovnik in time of his exile. According to the accepted practice, in those times,
on the territories that used to exist under the Byzantine rule, the money was coined only by the emperor, and
it was also coined only by the pretenders to the crown of Byzantium: the Czars of Nicaca, Epirus and Bulgana.
(Teodorus I was coining money only after the capture of Thessalonique and the coronation for a King in 1222
Except for being the grandson of the last emperor, Radoslav participated with neither the economic nor the
monetary strength to be the respective pretender to the Byzantine throne. If his coming of money had been
perceived as such pretention, the pressure of Jovan Assen 11 would be the logical and sufficient reason f«\( the
change on the throne of Raska. The Czar of Bulgaria, with his pretentions to get the throne of Byzantium,
could not tolerate such ideas coming from Radoslav. The similarity in the Radoslav's coms, with the coins of
Teodorus I led some numismatists to adopt the assumption of its being coined in Vn‘}\‘i‘l""l‘ll“‘ cveh "_"'_“"'
1230. There are no grounds for the assumption that the pretender to the the crown of Byzantium from Epirus
would tolerate that. and even less that he would make it possible in his mints. Itis more probable that part of
the expert manufacturers, after the fall of the Theodorus 1, and, at the request of King R“d“"‘“‘- “""l“}""]h‘f
transfer to Ras. The beginning of work of Brskov is connected to the miners of :\,t\un) un‘d their armiv T| at the
middle of the 13. century. Therefore, we can maintain a supposition that the fint exploitation, perhaps ¢} &
more modest scope, was beginning at the request of Radoslay, giving him the necessary ‘m;nc‘n;\l ml{::n:a 18
own money. The making of coins, in small emissions, did not influence the later monetary system in #
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4 Dragutin

STEFAN DRAGUTIN
6 DRAGUTIN King of Raska 1276-1282, Ruler of Srem 128413 16

" » by a coup d' etat over his fal.hcr‘ with the help from the Hunggrin + .
Stefan V. A: ll:: l:cr;:;u{g of hi‘pmg“' il . . it B.\’lanlir%:rf?mnl::l
1o the throne, Stefan V. campeign, and the difficult breaking of leg when falling from 3 horse, Made hip re,
The unsuccessful mlhm? ‘Cc ral?: Assembly in the town of Dezevo, 10 his younger brother Milutin, T coﬁzc
up his crown, at the ‘m:(. L ightto |hc'|hmnc were not kept in written form, so they could only be 65im I
tions under which flt‘ l!“ n‘“ For himself, in the boundaries of Radka, hc controllgd asa Govcrnor, the non;d
on the basts of laudr ‘I;fm .m Somewhat later, in 1284, he got from his brolhcr in law, the King of Heg 3
ern dustricts vlm;:ms:cm Dil rict, then comprising of what is today recognized as Srem, Scmbcrija and Mac:-y;;
oy lc ;uch away, he also became a vassal of Hungnry. N -
with Belgrade. In and Bulgaria allowed him the political and territorial success, the de-
The weakness of Hungary a 8 ’ ikt st s Bsiin et Y the dearp
IVin 1290, the Dynasty of Arpadovac was extinguished, and the fight for the crown of Hypg
of Ladldzu\n that will rich culmination only in 1310 by the victory of Carlo R(.)bcnus. The Mongoliap Khan
:las ::c fl+n r:;)) whose state was on the shores of lhc m“d\' Sca, brought Bulgaria to a vassal status, that prac-
;lcaaglhl' mca;l the disintegration into more vassal districts.

Dragutin helped Milutin in 1283-4 in the ﬁghl with lByz..'lnlinlg Emp\l‘;c He married hig anghtc;
Jelisaveta, in 1284, 10 the Kotroman, son of the Bosnian Ban named Pf'llé’ldf'- “h‘ the help from Milutin, jp
1291, he won over brothers Drman and Kudelin, the aristocrats of Bulgaria, and i"LdCth to hlmsglf their dis-
trict Branievo. The pretender to the Ilungunn‘n throne, Andrgw 111, gave, in I..‘)Z..m Dlraguun‘s brother
Vladislav, Herzegovina under the name Slavonia, as the hcchllary estate and married him to his cousin,
Constantia Morosini. Carlo Robertus confirmed that estate m. him. At one moment, as the candidate for the
throne of Hungary, there appeared Vladislav himself. The aristocrat of Hungury, the Duke of Transylvania,
Ladislaus Apor, that supported Oton of Bavaria in that fight, came !u dlspult{ with Olf)n and Fup(urcd him.
Apor married Vladislav to his daughter, in 1307 ,and transfered all his pretensions to him, but it was too late
for that change. Dragutin and Apor realized the situation, and therefore they accepted Carlo Robe

Atthe beginning of X1V century, the relationship between the Dragutin and Milutin was getting cold-
er. It wmed into an armed conflict without any visible results, The relationship between brothers was calmed
down by mother Jelena, who was, within the borders of Radka, ruling the district of Hum. The terms of the
peace were not known, but it was certain that they were sincere, since Dragutin visited Milutin in 1314, on the
occasion of his mother's death.

Before his death, Dragutin gave the government of Srem to Vladislav (there
the exact time), and then he went to the monastery. The acceptance of that change on the part of Hungary and
Raika, whose regions used to constitute the country of Srem, implied, in a way, the acknowledgement of inde-
pendence. In such way, Dragutin, just like Nemanja 120 years before him, tried to give a chance to his son to
strengthen his personal power during the father's life, Dragutin was burried in the Church Durdevi Stupovi
aext 1o the town of Novi Pazar, a memorial built by Nemanja, that he redecorated. The Serbian Church did
;‘“‘ pm'cclﬂ;;; him a saint, o it supported the transfer of power and crown to the Milutin's branch of the
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Dragutin came K

rtus,

are no precise data on

ary politics of his father, trying to stabilise the wide use of domestic
€ was successful was also supported by the first intervention of Venice
Ska on its territories or controlled by this Italian city ,(with the excep-
tervention speaks for itself about the scope of production. Venice had
en the money of Ragka appeared to present the problem, causing |:I(..‘k
AMew type of mone dh.nd w@c territory of :lpplicmi()f\ and considerable circulation. .Dr:lgL{nn
drawal fr h Y, -"'-"’ ifuh across, that w:nl C(_msndcruhly different from dinar w:fh a ban-
ks mmm."f Ratka, he stopped coining money. Much later, at the beginning of
- i : Srem, he started coining money by a lying the same stan-
8ard 10 weight- ity the SIMe purpose- to make this money wﬁdcly azc‘_-{,',;l:? .
' the imitation of the Matapan of Venice (image, quality of execution,
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6 Dragutin

jons and weight 21/12,178). It is different from the matapan of Venice by the legend and crown in the
dimcn?lo:“n;‘mﬂ carricd by the aristocrat. The crown is hardly recognisable due to the shape that cannot be
e of st¢ p~

'l ;
s d in most copics.
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It is supposed that the identical coins were minted before Stefan Dragutin, a:u)h?yrz:z[:;
d after hiﬁ l-)ygleﬁn Uro3 11, Milutin. Milutin used the same image and lcgcf1(i\tl?sf::r:%’fthig ():pc
l:lr(:s‘» lvca:is::nguishcd not only by the weight, but also by the \:]ay of c'ngr:w::‘g lc;:(;-ﬁhc ﬁn.l va}imion »] e
were of the i c aved by decorative letters. ) .
4 e standard, and they were engraved by - first varatio
e l:‘c i‘:ri:;':;:"“l::‘:“ R, G, S and O (RE, S and 0), so they can visually be distinguished from
is charactenstic s R, G,

Milutin's coins.
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On some specimens of the vanety 3.1 . cross has been destoyed in the process of co;
place. i 5 nossible to descern something like a banner That change somehow, points out that —
was not accepted with much enthusiasm everywhere
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: ntents of the textual part, it was shown
independence. It was assumed that he had begun
estoration of peace with King Milutin, in the first

him, meaning that he

{6 ¢ h g that he had

‘: :nm money in the course of war, or immediate) fpﬂlmcal
years of the XIV century cly after the r
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Milutin

7 STEFAN UROS II
MILUTIN, King 1282-1321

On the throne of Radka. Milutin inhented his elder brother Dragutin, as agreed at the Assembly of
aristocrats in Dezevo. For his name with a titie he chose the connected titie and name of the father and added
the senal number- second, and thus emphasized whose inheritance be had claumed

Under the government of Milutin, Raska expenenced full prospenty in the economic, military and
cultural sense. Already 1282, they conquered from Byzantine Empire the towns of Skopye, Polog, Ovdye
Polje. Zletovo and Pijancc: with a plan to unite with Raska. as a joint effort with his brother, already in 1233
4. also the towns of Poreé. Ki¢evo and Debar. Along with Dragutin, and for his benefit, he conquerad
Branicevo, in 1291, As a response o that. next year, Ratka was atacked by Duke Siman of Vidin. Milutin
defeated him, and in the counter attack conquered also the town of Vidin, Feaning the retahation of the pow-
erful Mongolian Khan Nagoj (suzerain of Siiman) he won the advatageous peace for the benefit of Siiman,
marrying his daughter Anato Si8man s son Mihajlo. In order that he may stop the Mongol's attack, some time
around 1295, he deaded 1o send messengers to Nagoja, including his son Stefan, with the declaration of sub-
mssion. The attack did not happen. and Stefan stayed as one of the hostages with the Tartars till the death of
Nagoja. in 1299.

Milutin's social connections, by way of marriage, illustrate the system of making contacts i thase days
and reasons of their duration. At the moment of accessing the throne, he had already been marned w0 the
daughter of John of Thesalia, and he immediately entered the second marnage with Jelisaveta, daughter ot
Stefan V of Hungary (the sister of Dragutin's wife Katalina). The weakeming of Hungary led him to his new
marriage with Ana, daughter of the Bulganan King George Tertenja, only in order to get marmed agam, for
political reasons, in 1299, with Simonida, the six vear old daughter of Byzantine Czar Andronicus 11 The mar-
nage represented political interests of the moment for both sides ( the dowery came as the alrcady conquered
areas), and without regard to obstacles, (very voung age. the prohibition of the Church regarding the tourth
marriage, the resistence of the anstocrats of Raska, striving towards expansion at the expense of Byzantium)
and it was consumated while the third wife of Milutin, Ana, was a hostage at the Court of Byzantium

Next to Raska of Milutin, there existed also a state of his brother Dragutin, Srem, that, at the begin-
ning of its existence, used to be a vassal district both towards Radka and towards Hungany, but, in time, 1t
became independent. The brothers had excellent tme together and that was useful in their conquests. The
destruction and war with the Srem of Dragutin, around 1300, did not give permanent resulty, and it weakened
both of them. Since the pretentions of Dragutin were turning towards Hungary, and Milutin's towards
Byzantine Empire, they had no other reason for war except the unresolved question of the heir to the throne
of Radka. At the intervention of their mother Jelena, the brothers accepted to live in peace. Dragutin visited
Milutin, after the death of their mother, in 1314, and Simonida was visiting Belgrade somewhat later. that was
a sure sign of complete trust. Nevertheless, after Dragutin’s death in 1316, Milutin took over some parts of
Dragutin’s land in Raska. while his nephew Viadislav found himself in prison in Raska

Although a good military leader and anstocrat keeping permanent mercenary army, Milutin was
always ready for negotiations and diplomatic solutions. When the younger brother of French King Philip Lepy,
Carlo Valoe, with the help from the Pope, prepared for a broader action directed against Byzantine Empire,
with the aim of the restoration of Latin Empire, and Milutin started negotiations with him That action could
be dangerous for Milutin and he was always ready, if it should happen, to secure the diplomatic advantages for
himself. The agreement was concluded on March 27, 1308 and secured Milutin's military belp and the distn
bution of territories to be won in the future, and ,as a pledge, he envisaged a marnage between the Milutin's
daughter Zorica and the son of Carlo Valoais. That action did not happen, so the plan was abandoned

The wife of Andronicus 1L, Irene, did not succeed in accomplishing her ambitions in Byzantine
Empire, so she turned towards her daughter, showenng with attention and gifts the court of Milutin. Queen
Simonida harmed herself seriously, in 1306, when she was 12 years old, sout appeared that she would have no
heir. It inspired her mother to wish that the throne of Radka should be inherited by one ol her sons, because,
as they were children from the second marnage, they could not hope to inhent the throne in Byzantine
Empire. It was not known why Milutin allowed such speculations, but it was clear that Simomida's brothers
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